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Co  tbe  Chairman  anb  Gentlemen 


OF  THE 


JSowlanb  IRural  Olstrlct  Connell. 


Gentlemen, 


It  is  again  my  duty  to  present  my  Annual  Report. 

There  has  been  one  more  death  in  this  year  than  in  1892  and  1891,  and  again,  a large 
number  were  in  very  old  people. 

There  have  been  61  deaths  in  all,  as  against 
92  in  1897. 

76  in  1896. 

83  in  1895. 

60  in  1894. 

75  in  1893. 

60  in  1892. 

97  in  1891. 

79  in  1890. 

This  gives  a Death  Rate  as  follows : — 

11.5  as  against  17.3  in  1897  per  1,000  per  annum. 

14.3  in  1896. 

15.68  in  1895. 

11.3  in  1894. 

14.17  in  1893. 

11.3  in  1892. 

18.3  in.  1891. 

13.5  in  1890. 

Not  a single  death  occurred  from  infectious  disease. 

Of  the  61  Deaths — 

22'  were  registered  at  Gisburn. 

16  „ „ Slaidbum. 

19  „ „ Clitheroe  (Sub-District). 

4 „ „ Whalley  (Sub-District). 

Out  of  this  number,  8 were  in  children  of  under  five  years  of  age,  and  53  were  in  persons  of 
five  years  and  upwards. 

Of  those  under  five  years  of  age,  5 were  in  infants  of  under  one  year. 

Twenty-six  deaths  were  in  persons  of  over  sixty-five  years  of  age. 

The  Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Births  registered  is  42.7. 


The  following  table  will  show  at  a glance  the  various  causes  of  death : — 


All 

Under 

1 and 

5 and 

15  and 

25  and 

65  and 

Males 

Females 

Ages. 

1 Year. 

under  5. 

under  15 

under  25 

under  65 

upwards 

Whooping  Cough  

Typhoid  Fever 

Diarrhoea 

Ervsipelas  

Phthisis  

3 

2 

”i 

*1 

"2 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia... 

12 

i 

6 

*5 

8 

4 

Heart  Disease 

6 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Injuries  

4 

"i 

3 

3 

1 

Other  Diseases  

36 

5 

”2 

2 

9 

18 

24 

12 

Total... 

61 

5 

3 

5 

22 

26 

39 

22 

Twelve  Deaths  were  attributable  to  bronchitis  and  pneumonia. 

Six  Deaths  were  from  heart  disease — all  in  adults. 

Thirty-nine1  of  the  Deaths  were  males,  and  twenty-two  females. 

During  the  year  I have  had  16  notifications  of  infectious  disease  reported  to  me,  as  against 
19  in  1897. 

31  in  1896. 

11  in  1895. 

34  in  1894. 

41  in  1893. 

27  in  1892. 

7 were  in  the  Gisbum  District. 

2 „ „ Slaidbum  District. 

7 „ „ Clitheroe  (Sub-District). 

11  were  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

3 „ „ Typhoid  Fever. 

2 „ „ Erysipelas. 

I had  no  death  from  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year. 

There  were  three  Inquests:  — 

One  Killed.  Two  Natural  Causes. 

There  were  117  Children  bom,  as  against:  — 

113  in  1897. 

117  in  1896. 

129  in  1895. 

121  in  1894. 

124  in  1893. 

Of  these  Children,  there  were  : — 

56  Males  and  61  Females.  Of  these 
51  were  bom  at  Gisbum. 

37  „ „ Slaidbum. 

29  „ „ Clitheroe  (Sub-District). 

This  gives  a Birth  Rate  of 

22.1  as  against  21.3  in  1897. 

22.9  in  1896. 

24.3  in  1895. 

22.8  in  1894. 

23.4  in  1893. 

23.2  in  1892. 

24.3  in  1891. 

22.3  in  1890. 


4 


Subjoined  are  the  Tables  as  required  by  the  Local  Go  vemment  Board. 

Referring  to  the  more  important  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  as  they  occurred  in  the  various 
quarters,  “ you  will  notice  that  there  has  been  no  death  from  this  cause.” 

I had  seven  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  sent  to;  me  during  the  January  quarter. 

Four  were  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Two  of  Facial  Erysipelas. 

One  of  Typhoid  Fever. 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  all  at  Gisburn,  and  of  a mild  type,  chiefly  attributable  to  the 
carelessness  in  the  management  of  the  child  named  “ Wright,”  whose  case  I have  already  reported,  and  you 
have  considered. 

The  cases  of  Facial  Erysipelas  were  also'  mild. 

The  case  of  Typhoid  was  reported  from  Skirden  Hall  Farm,  Tosside,  early  in  the  year.  I 
visited  this  house  in  January  and  found  the  surroundings  in  a clean  and  good  sanitary  condition.  The 
water  supply,  however,  is  suspicious,  and  althought  filtration  and  boiling  is  always  resorted  to  for  domestic 
purposes,  yet,  I have  much  reason  to  doubt  that  the  water  is  contaminated  in  its  course,  both  from  houses 
higher  up  on  the  Moor,  and  also  from  pasture  and  meadow  drainage. 

The  only  water  supply  was  from  a brooklet  running  on  the  lower  side  of  the  house,  but  I am 
glad  to  find  that  a fresh  and  pure  supply,  both  for  farm  and  domestic  purposes,  has  now  been  provided. 

In  the  Second  Quarter,  I had  a report  of  Typhoid  Fever  from  Lane  Side,  Mytton.  In  this 

case,  the  woman  had  acted  as  charwoman  at  the  Inn,  Hodder  Bridge,  and  I have  not  the  least  doubt  that 

the  infection  came  in  this  way.  However,  the  case  did  well. 

In  the  Third  Quarter,  Dr.  C.  H.  Tattersall,  M.O.H.,  of  Salford,  very  kindly  wrote  to  me 

concerning  two  cases  of  suspected  Scarlet  Fever.  They  had  been  sent  to  Bolton-by-Bowland  out  of  the 

way,  as  it  were. 

On  the  30th  of  August  I visited  these  children,  and  found  them  playing  about.  Next  day, 
however,  a special  message  took  me  over  again,  when,  surely  enough,  they  both  broke  down  with  a rather 
severe  form  of  this  disease. 

In  the  Last  Quarter  of  the  year  I had  five  cases  of  infectious  disease  reported  to  me,  four  of 
which  were  Scarlet  Fever,  and  one  Typhoid. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  of  the  mildest  possible  type,  in  fact,  in  three  of  them,  there 
was  no  medical  attention  at  all,  nor  could  I discover  any  history  of  eruption.  Anyhow,  strict  means  were 
enforced.  Absence  from  Day  and  Sunday  School  for  fully  six  weeks,  and  disinfectants  supplied. 

The  other  was  the  case  of  Typhoid  at  Waddington.  Here  everything  was  done  that  was 
possible,  and  I am  glad  to  state  that  the  patient  was  soon  convalescent. 

Such  is  a resume  of  the  infectious  disease  in  my  district,  and  I am  glad  to  say  that  from  the 
more  largely  populated  villages  I have  had  no  report  of  zymotic  disease  since  January,  1898. 

As  to  other  work  done  during  the  year,  I wish  more  particularly  to  allude  to  my  visit  to 
Mr.  Massey,  Closes  Hall,  Bolton-by-Bowland,  with  regard  to  the  water  supply  of  Moneybent  Head  Farm. 

As  requested  by  your  Authority,  I visited  Closes  Hall  on  the  20th  of  April.  I interviewed 

Mr.  Massey. 


It  is  quite  evident  that  the  water  supply  to  Moneybent  Farm  has  been  one  of  much  difficulty 
for  a very  many  years,  for  in  our  presence  an  old  well,  which  is  the  only  other  source  of  water,  was  opened 
out.  This  is  immediately  behind  the  barn,  but  whether  this  would  give  a constant  and  regular  supply  is 
questionable,  and  again,  I do  not  think  it  fit  for  use. 
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What  means  will  have  to  be  adopted  to  get  water  to  this  and  other  high  standing  farms,  f 
cannot  say,  but  the  most  practical  advice  ought  to  be  obtained,  for,  in  dry  weather,  the  existing  supply  is 
quite  unfit  for  domestic  purposes. 

Mr. Massey  is  very  wishful  to  carry  cut  the  best  proposal  that  can  be  suggested,  indeed,  as  I 
write,  I have  resolved  to  ask  for  the  advice  of  Dr.  Kaye,  our  County  Medical  Officer,  on  this  matter. 

Since  my  visit  to  Moneybent,  Mr.  Massey  has  had  the  true  well  opened.  There  was  much 
leakage  into  it — supply  not  good — and  in  its  present  condition,  altogether  unfit  for  use. 


In  July  I received  a letter  from  your  Clerk  ordering  me  to  report  on  the  general  and  sanitary 
condition  of  Gisburn  Churchyard.  I herewith  append  the  letter  which  I wrote  to  your  authority  after  my 
visit : — 


Gentlemen, 

As  requested  by  you,  I went  to  Gisburn  on  the  22nd. of  July.  Mr.  Burrows,  the  Nuisance 
Inspector,  accompanied  me. 

Nine  or  ten  years  ago,  I spoke  to  Dr.  Whitelegge,  (the  former  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  Countv),  with  regard  to  the  Churchyard  of  this  Village. 

No  doubt  that  this  has  been  in  the  past,  and  even  now  is,  a very  favourite  burial  place  with 
the  people  (even  from  long  distances).  I find  that  the  average  number  of  interments  is  13  per  annum,  so 
that  during  this  century,  there  must  have  been  up  to1  this  year,  no  less  than  1274  burials. 

The  whole  yard  presents  an  unsightly  appearance  : some  of  the  tombstones  are  nearly  down, 
and  many  others  are  out  of  square  and  much  below  the  level. 

There  is  very  little  available  space  left.  This  is  on  the  north-westerly  side  of  the  Church, 
and  there  are  two  or  three  immense  trees  on  this  part. 

I consider  the  drainage  of  the  yard  fairly  good,  and  the  Sexton  assures  me  that  he  has  noticed 
nothing  very  objectionable,  even  in  very  wet  weather.  The  drain  which  was  laid  some  years  ago'  was  a 
great  improvement,  and  is  now  in  good  working  order. 

I would  suggest  that  the  whole  of  the  yard,  with  the  exception  of  the  small  plot  on  the 
westerly  side,  be  absolutely  closed,  and  even  here,  there  should  be  only  allowed  to  be  one  body  buried 
in  one  grave,  and  then,  that  the  earth  should  be  intermixed  with  quicklime  or  charcoal. 

Any  disturbance  of  an  old  graveyard  is  very  objectionable,  and  as  this  is  in  the  centre  of  the 
Village,  and  dates  back  for  so  long  a time,  I would  urge  that  the  Council  give  the  above  recommendation 
their  very  serious  attention. 


In  July,  also,  Mr.  Titterington,  Cocklett  End,  near  Stocks  in  Bowland,  wrote  to  me  as  to  the 
water  supply  to  his  farm.  As  Mr.  Burrows  had  had  this  matter  in  hand,  I referred  it  to  him,  and  I believe 
the  matter  has  since  been  attended  to. 


On  November  28th,  I went  to  Waddington  and  took  three  samples  of  water  at  various  points 
of  the  brook,  in  the  presence  of  a youth  named  Hanson,  marking  them  as  follows : — 

1.  2.  3. 

One  from  Waddington  Brook  above  where  the  supply  to  Alms  Houses  and  Reader’s  House  enters ; One 
from  Settling  Tank  which  supplies  Waddington  village  proper ; one  from  the  tap  of  Reader’s  House. 


On  the  10th  December,  I received  the  following  letter  from  Dr.  Kaye  : — 


County  Hall, 

Wakefield, 

9th  December,  1898. 


Dear  Dr.  Smithies, 

With  regard  to  the  samples  of  water  from  Waddington  which  you  sent  to  me  on  the  28th 
ult.,  a careful  analysis  has  been  made,  with  the  result  that  in  none  of  them  is  there  any  evidence  of  animal 
pollution,  such  as  drainage,  etc. 

The  Waddington  Brook  sample,  however,  contains  a considerable  amount  of  vegetable 
matter,  traces  of  which  remain  in  the  other  two  samples. 

On  the  whole,  the  samples  are  satisfactory,  and  chemically  speaking,  there  would  appear  to 
be  no  connection  between  them  and  your  typhoid,  case. 

I shall  be  glad,  if  you  still  want  me,  to  come  over  and  inspect  the  place  along  with  you.  If 
Saturday,  the  17th,  is  convenient,  I will  come  then. 


On  the  17th  of  December,  Dr.  Kaye  came  to  Waddington,  and  walked  with  me  up  the  whole 
length  of  the  Brook,  i.e.,  to  above  the  point  of  supply. 

He  then  had  a look  at  the  Alms  Houses,  Reader’s  House,  etc.,  and  made  a general  survey  of 
the  village.  Of  course,  on  this  matter,  he  took  his  own  notes. 

My  own  opinion  with  regard  to1  the  avoidance  of  an  actual  sewerage  scheme  at  Waddington, 

is : — 

1st. — That  the  Authority  should  insist  on  the  Villagers  abstaining  from  polluting  the  brook 
with  any  vegetable  or  other  offensive1  matter. 

2nd. — That  the  brook  should  be  levelled  and  paved  in  the  most  public  part  of  it,  from  the 
one  point  to  the  other. 

3rd. — That  properly  covered  midden-steads  should  be  made,  and  the  pail  system  adopted 
wherever  it  is  at  all  necessary. 


Bolton-by-Bowland  will  sooner  or  later  have  to  follow  suit,  and  certainly,  exactly  the  same 
thing  would  be  suggested  in  this  case.. 

Grindleton,  too,  is  far  from  what  it  should  be,  and  unless  strict  accordance  of  nuisance  is 
enforced,  I cannot  possibly  predict  what  will  follow. 


Now  the  three  places  named  are  the  most  largely  populated  villages  in  my  district,  and  who 
is  there  among  you  that  has  visited  Gisbum  recently  can  doubt  its  more  cleanly  and  sanitary  condition, 
than  that  of  some  three  or  four  years  ago. 

Its  streets  are  clean,  there  is  a good  water  supoly,  and  a capital  sewerage  scheme. 

There  have  been  14  or  15  newly  built  water  closets  on  the  north-westerly  side  of  the  village. 

Three  new  houses  have  been  built,  and  altogether,  the  general  appearance  of  the  place  is  very 
much  improved. 
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At  West  Bradford,  too,  individual  effort  has  done  much  to  improve  the  place.  Mr.  Holgate, 
who-  is  the  chief  property  owner  here1,  has  laid  many  new  drains,  built  several  good  houses,  and  added  to  the 
appearance  of  his  mill. 

The  Exors.  of  the  late  John  Burton  are  also  building  a Memorial  Church  in  the  centre  of 

the  village. 


The  water  supply  to  Sugar  Hill  has  been  completed,  and  working  satisfactorily. 

That  toi  Thirty  Acres  has  been  provided  for  by  sinking  a deep  well. 

The  Schools  in  the  district  are  all  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

Mr.  Burrows,  (the  Nuisance  Inspector),  has  regularly  supplied  them  with  disinfectant.  I 
have-  not  yet  received  his  report,  but  will  forward  it  in  due  course. 


Yours  obediently, 


Joseph  J.  Smithies. 

February  7th,  1899. 


